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PURGATORY
• As viewed by the Catholic Church
• As seen in visions by many saints and 

persons of faith
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Purgatory:
• Is it mentioned in the Bible?
• What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church say about 

Purgatory?
• Does it do any good to pray for people who are already 

dead?
• Who benefits from Indulgences? The Living or the Dead?
• What visions of Purgatory have been reported by the 

Saints and other Blessed people through the ages?
• Does Limbo exist? What’s the difference between Limbo 

and Purgatory?



FROM THE BIBLE:



OLD TESTAMENT: 2 MACCABEES CHAPTER 12

As Judas Maccabee begins the process of burying his dead after a 
battle, he sees that many of his troops had been carrying objects 
dedicated to idols. He has all his people offer prayers that these 
dead soldiers might be forgiven, and he takes a large collection for 
the Temple as an offering for sin.

“12:44 For if he had not expected the fallen to rise again it 
would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead”



NEW TESTAMENT: MATTHEW CHAPTER 12

Jesus, in preaching to a crowd, implies that there are at 
least some sins that can be forgiven after death.

“12:32  ‘And anyone who 
says a word against the 
Son of man will be 
forgiven; but no one who 
speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will be forgiven 
either in this world or in 
the next.”



FROM TRADITION

ENDORSEMENTS OF TRADITION FROM THE BIBLE AND CHURCH ENCYCLICALS

• 2 Thess 2:15 – “Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold fast to the 
traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter 
of ours.”

• Matt 16:17-19 – “…. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven… “
• Isaiah 22:20-22 – “…… I will place the key of the House of David on his 

shoulder …

• DEI VERBUM (encyclical, Pope Paul VI, November 18, 1965  – Gives 
detailed basis of Handing on of Divine Revelation by Successors of the 
Apostles (Chapter II)



FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(SECOND EDITION, ENGLISH TRANSLATION):

1030 All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly

purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death

they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to

enter the joy of heaven.

1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of

the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the

damned.

“As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final

Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever

utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned neither in

this age nor in the age to come. From this sentence we understand that

certain offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the

age to come.” ---- St. Gregory the Great



• When Gregory was the superior at a monastery in Rome, he found a 
monk holding back three gold coins that had been donated to the 
monastery. When that monk died, Gregory refused to let him be buried in 
the convent cemetery. Shortly afterward, Gregory felt remorse and 
arranged for daily Masses to be offered for that monk for at least 30 days. 
The monk (Justus) later appeared to his brother monk (Copiosus) and 
totld him that the 30 days of Masses had released him from purgatory. 
This is the origin of the practice of Gregorian Masses.

• Gregory argued for the existence of purgatory in his Dialogues (Book 4, 
Chapter 39) using scripture Matt 12:32

• “No one receives if he did not give first.”



Franciscan friar; famous for his sermons.
Told a famous story about a man who was offered the 
choice of one day in Purgatory instead of one year of 
suffering on earth. He chose Purgatory. When an angel 
came to check on him, he complained that he had been 
deceived, that he had been in Purgatory for twenty 
years. However, it had only been a few minutes.



• Thomas’s sister Marotta, who was an abbess at a monastery in 
Capua, appeared to Thomas and asked for prayers to be released 
from purgatory. Later, she appeared to him and told him she was 
now in heaven.

• Thomas asked Marotta about his two deceased brothers. She told 
him one was still in purgatory and needed his prayers.

• Thomas was also visited by others, either in purgatory or released.
• To every visitor that Thomas received, he asked “how is it going 

with me?” and in all cases was told that he was doing just fine!



• Prayed for all souls in purgatory, whether she knew them 
or not. She was visited by many, including one who was 
forced to remain bent down like a toad because he had 
been a religious but had neglected to think about divine 
matters.

• Tempted by Satan for wasting her time praying for others 
-- “Who do you think you are and who made you offer 
the daily prayers and your sacrifices for the souls that 
you do not even know?“



St. Catherine, a Doctor of the Church, reports this description of 
Purgatory given to her by Jesus:
• “These wretched souls … do not have any more time to be able 

to merit”
• “You are able to shorten for them the time of penalty, trusting in 

My mercy.”
• “If one finds himself in the pains of Purgatory, he can lessen, but 

he does not merit.”

St. Catherine writes that “when a soul ponders that he has 
offended his Creator … it is a great grace on the part of God that He 
would punish him in this life, and not having decided to punish him 
in the next, where penalties are infinite.”



2. The souls who are in Purgatory… cannot anymore turn inward towards themselves, 

nor say: I committed these sins for which I deserve to stay here. Neither can they say: 

I wish I did not commit them, because I would now go to Paradise. …. They cannot

have any memory of themselves, nor of others likewise, whether of good or evil, because 

it would cause in them greater pain than ordinarily. 

3. ……… they are deprived of the ability to sin, likewise they are deprived of the 

ability to actually merit.”

Saint Catherine was born in Genoa in 1448 and was 

gifted by God with the great grace of mysticism. 

From her personal experience of purification she

originated the famous Treatise on Purgatory.

Some highlights from the text:



ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA, contd.

“4. I do not think that contentment can be found to compare with that of a

soul in Purgatory, except that of the Saints of Paradise. And this contentment

increases every day, through God’s influence in these souls, which increases

because its impediment is consumed. The rust of sin is the impediment; and

fire consumes the rust: and thus the soul exposes itself ever more to the Divine

influence. 

5. Nevertheless they suffer such an extreme pain, that there is no tongue that

can explain it, nor intellect that can understand even a smallest spark of it,….

“7. And because the souls, who are in Purgatory, are without the guilt of sin,

thus they do not have any impediment between God and them, except their

pain, which has held them back so that their instinct could not reach its perfection.



ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA, contd.

8. ….since those of Hell passed from this life with ill will, their guilt is not forgiven;

neither can it be forgiven; because they cannot change their will anymore; since

with that will they passed from this life.…..it is written: Ubi te invenero (Where I 

find you), that is at the hour of death, ibi te iudicabo (there I will judge you). 

Those of Hell, for being found at the moment of death with the will to 

sin, bear the guilt and the pain with them forever. 

But those of Purgatory have only the pain, since their guilt was

erased at the moment of death, … repentant of their sins. 

9. ……the person who died in mortal sin deserves infinite punishment, and an

infinite time for this punishment. But the mercy of God has made infinite 

only the time of the punishment, and the pain finite in quantity……



• Carmelite nun; promoted Reform of the Order 
and founded the Discalced Carmelites

• Had a vision of a Carmelite priest (Father 
Didaco) ascending directly to heaven without 
stopping at Purgatory. Was told that he had 
benefited from the Sabbatine privilege

• Sabbatine Privilege – based on an inauthentic 
Papal Bull by John XXII in 1322 for Carmelites. 
Says that Virgin Mary visits purgatory every 
Saturday and escorts Carmelites to heaven

• John XXII did not write this. It has been 
thoroughly debunked.



• Jesus asked her to choose which of three persons would she have most 
wished to be released from purgatory. Jesus released the lay person 
rather than the two from religious orders because they were less pious.

• Offering her suffering for relief of the purgatory souls, she whipped 
herself so hard (flagellation) that the souls in purgatory asked her to stop.

• Several souls in purgatory appeared to her and asked for prayers. They all 
knew why they were there and what sins they had committed.

• One soul was not receiving help from prayers because her family could 
not afford to pray for Masses.

• Jesus asked her to celebrate a feast to honor the Sacred Heart. The 
solemnity of the Sacred Heart was finally established in the Church in 
1856.



• When he was 15, he had a vision where he had to fight a monster in front 
of a crowd of good people and very bad people. He prevailed but only with 
God’s help.

• As a priest, he was once visited by a man who was in Purgatory, having 
died in a fire on September 18, 1908,  and asked for one Mass to be said 
which would release him. Pio asked his Superior for a Mass the next 
morning, and it was offered. The Superior checked records and found the 
record of the fire exactly as described. 

• Another time he found the soul of a fellow friar cleaning the altar, who had 
been punished because that had been his job but he had done it 
disrespectfully. He asked Pio for prayers to release him – Pio said he’d get a 
Mass said the following morning – the soul flew into a rage because Pio 
had not given prayers immediately!



ST. PIO – contd.

• Padre Pio was well known for having stigmata. However, medical examinations 
conducted from 1919 to 1926 by various medical doctors (including one doctor who 
was also a priest) were inconclusive at best. One doctor described a method that 
soldiers used to acquire artificial wounds in order to avoid getting sent to the 
battlefield, and suggested that Pio was doing this.

• Pope John XXIII was not convinced that Pio’s stigmata was genuine, and also feared 
that Pio was misleading people. In his diary, John XXIII referred to Pio as an “idolo di 
stoppa” (a “straw idol”).  He ordered further investigations in 1958 and 1960.

• Notwithstanding these doubts, Father Pio was extraordinarily popular as a confessor. 
Thousands went to him for confession, coming from around the world to do so.

• In 1947 a priest, Father Karol Wojtyla, went for confession to Father Pio, and was told 
by Father Pio that he would ascend to “the highest post in the Church, though 
further confirmation is needed.”

• In 1962, now Bishop Wojtyla wrote to Father Pio and asked him  to pray for Wanda 
Poltawska, a friend who had cancer. Shortly after, her cancer went into spontaneous 
remission and doctors had no explanation.

• St. Pio was declared Venerable in 1997, Blessed in 1999, and a Saint in 2002. All by 
Pope John Paul II (aka Karol Wojtyla).



INDULGENCES - ENCYCLICAL

Encyclical by Pope Paul VI
Promulgated January 1, 

1967



INDULGENCES AND LIMBO

What is an indulgence?

1471"An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal 

punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, 

which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains under 

certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church 

which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies 

with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ 

and the saints."Indulgentiarum Doctrina

The faithful can gain indulgences for themselves or apply 

them to the dead.Indulgentiarum Doctrina



Limbo

1261 As regards children who have died without Baptism, the 

Church can only entrust them to the mercy of God, as she does 

in her funeral rites for them. Indeed, the great mercy of God 

who desires that all men should be saved, and Jesus' tenderness 

toward children which caused him to say: "Let the children 

come to me, do not hinder them,"Mark10:14 allow us to hope 

that there is a way of salvation for children who have died 

without Baptism. 



DOWNLOADABLE FILES:
From www.louisaprays.org, in the Adult Enrichment 
section, these downloads are available (pdf format):
• Biographies from Carlo Acutis for more than 60 

saints and mystics throughout history who had 
visions  of souls in Purgatory

• Full text of Pope Paul VI encyclical on Indulgences 
(Indulgentiarum Doctrina)

• Full text of Pope Paul VI encyclical on Tradition and 
Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum)


